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beinff typed in an adjoining room. At dinner he asked how we
thought the proposals would be received.1 Fisher said that no
party in Ireland would be satisfied, but that when the scheme
was put into force he thought the Irish would work it. Scott
was of the same opinion.

L. G. : There will be no enthusiasm. I hate my job in the
House of Commons to-morrow. The Unionists naturally
will not be enthusiastic. Carson will not oppose, but he will be
very critical and frigid, and the Nationalists, if they come, will
be unfriendly. It is a most unfortunate country. Something
awkward always occurs at critical moments in her history.
There was the assassination of Lord Frederick Cavendish,
there was Parnell's downfall, and now there is this dastardly
attack on Lord French.2 I wish someone else was going to
make the speech to-morrow. I wanted him (pointing to Fisher)
to do it, but he declined. (Fisher smiled.)

R. ; Well, you have this in your favour. There is a general
feeling that something must be done, and most people will be
willing to give any reasonable scheme favourable consider-
ation.

L. G., Fisher and Scott assented to this very obvious
remark. I stayed on after the others had gone. As L. G. said
"Good night" I wished him good luck on the morrow. He
said, " I have a terrible task, but must do my best. I can't say
1 am enthusiastic, but I shall do my utmost/'

On Saturday (yesterday) I played golf with L. G. and
Sassoon, M.P. for Folkestone. Much talk about Spen Valley.
L. G. told us that the Coalition organisation had been very
bad, that nothing had been done until he personally took the

1Mr. Lloyd George's scheme, the main provisions of which were embodied
In tht Home Rule Act of 1920, proposed to set up two Parliaments in Ireland,
one in Belfast for sis counties carved out of Ulster and the other in Dublin for the
remaining 26 counties. Between them was to be a Federal Council for All Ireland
consisting of 40 members elected in equal parts from each Parliament. Forty-two
members were to sit in the Imperial Parliament. The passing of the Act aggra-
vated the situation in the South, but the Six Counties Parliament was established
and has functioned ever since.

2While driving near Phoenix Park on December I9th, Lord French (Lord
Lieutenant, 1918-21) was attacked by a party of men armed with bombs and
revolvers. He escaped without injury.
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